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<Abstract>
A Study on the Comparison of Terms Referring to
People with Disabilities (PWD) and Their Alternatives:
Centering on Hebrew Bible, LXX, and Recently Revised and
Newly Translated Korean Bible Versions

Unha Chai
(Hanil Univ. & Presbyterian Theological Seminary)

A lot of people with disabilities (PWD) appear in the Hebrew Bible (BHS49).
It is because disabilities can neither be avoided nor overlooked in human history.
Therefore, their terms could be a public barometer to judge their society’s mass
bias or unconsciousness concerning PWD. In this respect, it is of significance to
find out which terms are used for PWD in BHS and how they are translated in
LXX and recently revised and newly translated Korean Bible versions. The Korean
Bible versions chosen for this essay are “The New Korean Revised Version
(1998)”, “The Revised New Korean Standard Version (2001)”, “The Common
Translation of the Holy Bible (1999)” and “Seong-kyung (2005)” published by the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Korea.

The terms representatively referring to PWD are =3, ¥=r, 098 and 1e2 in
BHS. In LXX46) they are usually translated as TupAdg for W, kwddg for ¥ and
ywAdc for meD. However, OPN is translated into various words like dtokwdoc,
woyLAaiog, &Amrog, kwdoc or évedg rather than a specific word. As shown, each
Hebrew term is quite regularly translated into Greek words like TudpAoG, kKwdog
and ywAdc in LXX except 898. The Hebrew terms are usually translated as “the
blind, the dumb, the deaf, and the lame” in English versions like the KJV, NRS
and NIV.

This essay seeks to compare the four Hebrew terms for the PWD in BHS and
their translations into Greek words in LXX and various Korean Bible versions
mentioned above, and to find out their alternatives. It is noticeable that their
titles in Korean versions are translated into more neutral and sound designations

than in older Korean versions of the Bible. However, this essay points out that

45) Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (BHS) (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1977; 1997).
46) A. Rahlfs, ed., Septuaginta (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1979).



there’s more to be done, and alternatively proposes to align these terms in the
Old Testament according to the terms used in The Act on Welfare of Persons
with Disabilities (1990), and to adopt the terms A]Z} ol 1, 1o Ao,
A7y Zef Q1 and A A el for the four Hebrew terms studied in this paper.
The language of the Bible is very powerful and influential to Bible readers
because it is God’s Word. Therefore the terms or titles for the PWD are to be
revised to words with sound, neutral meaning and nuance according to the spirit
and fashion of our times. It is carefully proposed that the translations are to be

neutral and non-prejudiced at any case.





